Catawba Regional Education Center Advisory Board Meeting

MINUTES
April 29, 2026
Giti Tire
 1000 Giti Tire Drive, Richburg, SC29729
8:30 am – 10:00 am

Present: 
Kim Lineberger Thomas (Chair)
Dr. Dennis Merrell 

Dr. Julie Marshall

Kena Funderburk 


Dr. Stacey Moore 

Dr. Deborah Eleder
Olivia Haan



Maggie Schwietert

Becky Drozdz



Michael Miller

Miranda Craig 


Dr. Bettie-Parsons

Monica Graham


Carrie Bolin 

Brooke Clinton 



Thomas Monroe, RWA Catawba & RECAB Board Secretary     



Absent:   
Celeste Tiller
Guests: 

Supt. Tammy Snipes

Stacey Adams

Lynda Burke

Blake Eddy 


Laura Cox

Mandy Lowery

Stacie Harrison 

Call to Order

Kim Lineberger Thomas (Chair) called the meeting to order at 8:30 am. Welcome and introduction to Giti Tire. Introduction of guests. Review Minutes for the January 2026 meeting. Motion made by Monica Graham and seconded by Becky Drozdz. Passed unanimously by the board.
I:
Giti Tire Welcome and overview of company (highlights)
a. Video of Giti Tire 
b. 900 employees 

c. 1,500-acre site 

d. 1.7 million square feet 

e. Community involvement (STEM Competition since 2016)

II:
Guest Speaker / Mandy Lowery, DEW Rural Initiative Coordinator (Central Region)
a. Rural Initiative presentation and overview 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am. 
Optional Tour 

10:05 am -10:45 am Tour of Giti Tire (max. 15)
Next Meeting: July 29, 2026 
Time:

 8:30 am 

Location: 
MUSC Lancaster
Submitted by: Thomas J. Monroe, RWA Catawba Region RECAB Secretary 

Thursday, July 30, 2026 
Minutes Approved by RWAB Board: July 29, 2026
